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On the evening of the 10th (Second) Army Head-
quarters communicated that the Second Army was
to be withdrawn behind the Aisne by the 12th with its
left wing at Thuizy south-east of Reims, the Third Army
to the line* Mourmelon-le~Petit~FrancLeville, and the
Fourth Army to behind the Rhine-Marne Canal as far
as Revigny.

CROSSING THE AISNE

On the llth September the movements ordered for
crossing the Aisne and re-forming the corps were com-
pleted without any appreciable disturbance by the
enemy.   That evening a division of the IX. Corps
stood north of the Aisne at Berneuil; the IV. Reserve
Corps, less the Brigade of Von Lepel? was at Nouvron;
the 4th Infantry Division about Pasly, north-west of
Soissons, and the 6th Infantry Division at Tartiers, east
of Nouvron.   South of the Aisne, the other half of the
IX. Corps, the IV. Corps, and the 3rd and 5th Infantry
Divisions held entrenched positions on a line Guise Lamotte
-Laversine-Saconin-et-Breuil-Billy.   Passing   through
the position of the IV. Corps, the Army Commander
was able to convince himself that its battle-formation,
as always, was eminently suited to the situation; and
later, in the Aisne valley at Pommiers, he watched the
22nd Reserve Division crossing the river below Soissons
in the most excellent order.   There was no sign of
uneasiness or anxiety, and everywhere the same keen,
enterprising spirit in spite of the need for a rest.

Army Headquarters went to Fontenoy. Theprotection
of both flanks of the Army lay in safe hands. The with-
drawal of the trains proceeded well according to orders.
The enemy's advanced guards did not come up against